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carcinoembryonic antigen in pancreatic cancer. A family of monomeric adenocarcinoma-
associated antigens (CEA) is regularly expressed in the poorly differentiated and metastatic
forms of several epithelial cancers and is mainly released into the circulating blood in
association with apo-lipoprotein-E-receptor-mediated vesicles. It has become clear over the
past few years that CEA is not an ubiquitously expressed protein and that high levels of serum
CEA are specific for patients with advanced diseases. Patients with pancreatic cancer have
particularly high levels of serum CEA, which is released by their tumours, and in this report
the potential role of CEA as an extracellular marker for pancreatic cancer is discussed.z * * 3 -
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